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There are various ways to construct baseball and softball fields.  The following depicts the 
simplest and most common field design with the infield sloping at .5% and the outfield 
consistently sloping 1 to 1.5% from the infield: 
 

 
Another way to construct a baseball or softball field is to crown it from second base through the 
outfield.  The infield would continue to slope at .5% from the pitcher’s mound, but would then 
slope at 1-1.5% from side-to-side in the outfield.  The following shows this design in more 
detail: 



 
The best way to build a baseball or softball field is to maintain the .5% slope for the infield from 
the pitcher’s mound and extend the crown to about one-third of the way to the outfield fence.  
The outfield still maintains the 1 to 1.5% slope, but water will drain in all directions from the 
center point of the field.  The following shows this design in more detail: 



 
 
For additional information on drainage systems, please visit the irrigation/drainage section of the 
educational resources. 
 
References:  The information for this section was taken from the book Sports Fields: A Manual 
for Design, Construction and Maintenance by Jim Pulhalla, Jeff Krans, and Mike Goatley. 
 


