


mailto:Douglas.Linde@delval.edu


Outline

Plant’s response to each mowing

Plant’s response to regular mowing

Plant’s response to closer mowing

Turf’s response to the mower

Recommended mowing practices





Mowing = plant stress



 Botanically, mowing is detrimental, but it’s 
needed for aesthetics & function

 Turf-type grasses adapt well to mowing







Plantôs response to regular mowing

Dwarfism of plant

 Increase tillering = increase density

Budline lowers (crowns)







Why follow the 1/3 Rule?

  clippings

  severity of carbo. dip

 Minimize scalping

 Better quality of cut



Mow a new stand as soon as you can!











Scalping





Less tolerant to environmental stresses









Turfôs response to the mower







http://jacobsen.com/
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 Clippings don’t 
cause thatch

 80% water

































Aftercut appearance

Stragglers appear 1 hr later



Quailty cut = correct speed for conditions + sharp blades
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Recommended mowing practices
 Regularly sharpen & adjust mower
 Operate mower properly
 Match speed with conditions for a quality cut
 Set cutting height within plant’s tolerance range
 Follow “1/3 rule” (and you will not have to collect clippings)

 Limit double/triple cutting
 Avoid mowing when:

– Disease is active
– Turf is drought and/or heat stressed
– Turf is saturated and heat stressed

 Raise cutting height during environmental stress
 Reduce thatch
 Alternate mowing pattern
 Mow grass when dry, if possible



Summary




