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GET  WITH   THE   PROGRAM :  
DEV E LOP I NG   YOUR  OWN  
WEED   CONTRO L   S T RA T EGY

J . T .  B R O S N A N ,  P H . D .
@ U T T U R F W E E D S

G . M .  H E N R Y ,  P H . D .
@ U G A T U R F G R A S S

Reactively Spray
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We Already Do This With Disease Program Trials at Univ. of TN Field Day

WHAT   I S  A   PROGRAM?

• Holistic Approach to Season Long Weed Control

CH EM I C A L ENV I RONMENT

WEED   I D S P E C I E S / CU L T I V AR

P RODUC T   S E L E C T ION F E R T I L I Z E R  US E

RA T E  &   T IM I NG SHADE

MOA  ROTAT I ON T RA F F I C  MANAGEMENT

MANAG ING   E X P E C TA T I ON S

Open dialogue

How to think 
programmatically

Motivated to consider a 
program in 2020

A cookbook

All the answers

TODA Y ’ S  
S E S S I ON

THERE IS NO PERFECT PROGRAM

You are QB1 on your own agronomic choices

BU I L D   A   PROGRAM?
H O W  D O E S  O N E
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F I E L D   ‐ WARM   S E A SON

LOCAT I ON

SO I L

TUR F   S P E C I E S

OV E R S E ED

M I S C E L L ANOUS ?

RA T I NG R E S I S T ANC E ?

C RAB

GOOS E

POA

S EDGE

DA L L I S

S I GNA L

B LW

OTHER

WE ED S

ENV I RONMENTA L  AD JU S TMENT S

• Optimize environment to give any herbicide application the 
best chance of success

• What is N program?

• Tested for P or K ?

• What is the mowing height?

• Compaction management?

• Traffic distribution?

O P T I ON   # 1   ‐ WARM   S E A SON

T IM ING
TARG E T  
WEED

HERB I C I D E GROUP  #

Col. John Boyd, USAF

B E S T   P RAC T I C E S  

• Monitor

• Take notes throughout the year

• Track weather, breakthrough weeds

• Check all the boxes (calibration, mixing, etc) to make 
adjustments for next year

O P T I ON   # 2   ‐ WARM   S E A SON

T IM ING
TARG E T  
WEED

HERB I C I D E GROUP  #
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F I E L D   ‐ COO L   S E A SON

LOCAT I ON

SO I L

TUR F   S P E C I E S

OV E R S E ED

M I S C E L L ANOUS ?

RA T I NG R E S I S T ANC E ?

C RAB

GOOS E

POA

S EDGE

DA L L I S

S I GNA L

B LW

OTHER

WE ED S

ENV I RONMENTA L  AD JU S TMENT S

• Optimize environment to give any herbicide application the 
best chance of success

• What is N program?

• Tested for P or K ?

• What is the mowing height?

• Compaction management?

• Traffic distribution?

O P T I ON   # 1   ‐ COO L   S E A SON

T IM ING
TARG E T  
WEED

HERB I C I D E GROUP  #

O P T I ON   # 2   ‐ COO L   S E A SON

T IM ING
TARG E T  
WEED

HERB I C I D E GROUP  #

PO T EN T I A L  HURD L E S

• Comfort Zone

• Information Resources 

• University Extension —> this is the mission of land 
grant universities 

• Budget or Labor 

AC T I ON   I T EMS   FOR   2 0 2 0

• Take control of decision‐making on your field

• Think programmatically

• Optimize environment to make herbicide choices most 
effective
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“P LAN S   AR E  
WORTH L E S S   BUT  
P LANN ING   I S  
E V E R Y TH ING ”

@UTturfweeds | jbrosnan@utk.edu

@UGATurfgrass | gmhenry@uga.edu

Questions?
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