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Practitioner’s Guide to
Managing Infield Skin 

Surfaces

•Managing Vegetation
• Infield Drainage
• Lips
• Turfgrass
• Infield Grooming
•Bases & Mounds
• Tools
•Major Renovation

Managing Weeds:
•Mechanical
•Chemical

Mechanical:
•Routine/Frequent
•Major/Annually

Routine/Frequent
•Drag Mats
•Nail Drag
•Hand Tools
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Major/Annual
•Nail Drag
•Cultivation
•“Skimming”

Labor Intensive!
Loss of material (infield dirt)

Identifying Weeds
•Annuals
•Perennials

Chemical Weed Control
•Post‐emergent
•Pre‐emergent

Pre‐emergent
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Cultural Practices

• Mowing
• Water Management
• Grooming

Drainage
Why Drainage Problems?
•Poor Design

13 14

15 16

17 18



1/21/2019

4

Wrong Materials

Light Materials Poor Management of Turfgrass Areas

Little or no Routine Grooming
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Excessive slope

Oversized Skinned Surfaces Poor Design
•Excessive slope
•Wrong construction 
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Wrong Construction
•Filter Fabric
•#2 Stone

•Note Different infield materials

Solution #1:
• Cut trench through infield
• Remove Spoils
• Fill Trench with calcined clay
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Solution #2:
•Second trench in outfield
•Install Flat drain
•Backfill with sand to grade

What’s under your fields?

Wrong Materials
• Consider:

• Frequency of maintenance
• Equipment
• Competency

• Composition
• Sand
• Silt
• Clay
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Light Material
•Adding Amendments

Calcined Clay

Spread

Blend
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Groom
Poor Turfgrass Management

Mowing
Aeration

Excessive Slope

Diagram courtesy Sportsfields‐A Manual For Design, Construction & Maintenance  Puhalla, Krans, Goatley © 1999 used by permission
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Diagram Courtesy Sportsfields‐A Manual For Design, Construction & Maintenance Puhalla, Krans, Goatley © 1999 used by permission

Over‐Sized Skinned Surfaces •Excavate Trench
•Remove Spoils
•Fill with Calcined 
Clay

•Cover with Infield 
Mix
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Lips
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6’
6’6”?
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Grooming
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Bases & Mounds

7.5”
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My First Rodeo
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